Oncocytic carcinoid tumor of the lung: a case report of diagnostic pitfall in filter membrane preparation of bronchial washings.
Oncocytic carcinoid tumor of the lung is a rare variant of pulmonary carcinoid. This report describes the morphologic appearance of this rare tumor on filter membrane preparation along with potential pitfalls. A 49-year-old woman presented with cough and expectoration. On chest radiograph a mass lesion was seen in the upper zone of the right lung. Bronchial washings were sent for evaluation. On filter membrane (Millipore) preparation of bronchial washing the possibility of a non-small cell carcinoma, possibly squamous, was suggested. Right upper lobectomy was subsequently performed and a histologic diagnosis of oncocytic carcinoid given. The cytomorphologic features of this tumor on the Millipore preparation were reviewed. Differential diagnosis of oncocytic carcinoid should be kept in mind while assessing cytologic material when tumor cells show abundant granular cytoplasm and prominent nucleoli. Oncocytic carcinoid also must be differentiated from oncocytoma and granular cell tumor. Immunocytochemistry and electron microscopy are useful in confirming the diagnosis.